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SUBJECT: APE REQUEST FOR OPERATIONAL USE OF MERLIN (M) AGAINST 

IRANIAN NUCLEAR TARGET 

REF: NONE 

TEXT: 

1. ACTION REQUIRED: PLEASE PROCESS APP FOR M 

BASED ON THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION. AGREEMENT 

AND SUMMARY OF 5 DEC 96 OPS MEETING WITH ASSET SUBMITTED IN 
SEPARATE CABLES. 

2. CIA OFFICE #1 c/0 MS. D, HAS BEEN IN CONTACT 
WITH W SINCE MARCH 1995, AS M <s PRIMARY CIA C/O INVOLVED 
IN DEBRIEFING M ON HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RUSSIAN NUCLEAR WARHEAD 
SYSTEMS. CONTACT EVOLVED VIA THE NORMAL 

MECHANISM. IN NOVEMBER 1996, C/O APPROACHED M ON THE 
IDEA OF WORKING FOR " CIA IN A MORE OPERATIONAL CONTEXT, TO 
WHICH HE AGREED IN PRINCIPLE. IN DECEMBER 1996, C/O AND CPD OFFICERS 
MET WITH ASSET TO BRIEF HIM IN MORE DETAIL ON HAVING ASSET WORK WITH 
■ CIA TARGETING THE MIDDLE EASTERN NUCLEAR TARGET, SPECIFICALLY 
IRAN. 



ASSET 

WOULD BE USED TO CREATE AND SUSTAIN OPERATIONAL ACCESS TO THE IRANIAN 
NUCLEAR TARGET. M'S GOALS, ON BEHALF OF CIA WILL BE TO GAIN 
INSIGHT INTO THE STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE IRANIAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM. 
AND TO COLLECT INFORMATION ON THEIR CONTACTS WITH 

FOREIGN NUCLEAR SCIENTISTS. ASSET WILL ALSO BE INVOLVED IN THE 
ULTIMATE OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVE OF DELIVERY AND/OR DESIGN OF A PIECE 
OF NUCLEAR EQUIPMENT NEEDED BY THE IRANIANS WHICH WILL HAVE FAULTS. 
NOTE, HOWEVER,, THAT ASSET HAS NOT YET BEEN APPRISED OF THIS PART OF 
THE OPERATION. LOCATION FOR THESE POTENTIAL MEETINGS WITH THE 
IRANIANS WILL BE OUTSIDE OF CONUS, PROBABLY IN EUROPE 

4 * M APPEARS TO HAVE THE SKILLS AND 
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PERSONALITY NECESSARY TQ CARRY OFF THIS TYPE OF OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY 
HE HAS THE EXPERIENCE AND TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE TO CONVINCE THE 
IRANIANS THAT HE IS A GENUINE RESOURCE FOR THEIR WEAPONS PROGRAM. 

M 'S OPERATIONAL MOTIVATION FOR THIS ACTIVITY IS ALMOST PURELY 
FINANCIAL, AND HIS DESIRE TO CONTINUE : EARNING INCOME FROM CIA 
SOMETHING THAT M WAS VERY FRANK AND HONEST ABOUT DURING HIS 
MEETINGS WITH C/O AND CPD OFFICERS, SUBJECT APPEARS, ON THE SURFACE, 
TO BE A NARROWLY FOCUSED INDIVIDUAL, WITH THE STEREOTYPICAL 
ENGINEERING/TECHNICAL MINDSET, BUT HE IS A PERSON OF MORE DEPTH AND 
BREADTH THAN WHAT APPEARS. • HE IS A SERIOUS-MINDED PERSON WHO WILL 
TAKE HIS JOB, OR IN THIS CASE/ HIS; OPERATIONAL DUTIES, VERY SERIOUSLY 
AND WILL BE CONSCIENTIOUS IN COMPLETING THEM. M UNDERSTANDS THAT 
ANY RELATIONSHIP HE HAS WITH CIA IS A BUSINESS ARRANGEMENT AND 
THAT HE WILL FULFILL HIS PART OF THE AGREEMENT. CONVERSELY, HE WILL 
ALSO EXPECT CIA TO DO THE SAME/ M CAN WORK WITH SOME 
AMBIGUITY, AND ACCEPTED THAT PLANNING FOR THIS OPERATION WILL HAVE TO 
REMAIN SOMEWHAT FLUID, DEPENDING ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES, AND HAD NO 
PROBLEM WITH THIS ONCE IT WAS EXPLAINED TO HIM. 

5 - : M HAS TRAVELED TO PENNSYLVANIA, NEW JERSEY, 

NEW YORK AND CONNECTICUT SINCE HIS ARRIVAL IN CONUS 

. f \ •• • • . ' ’ * 

THIS INFO IS CONTAINED IN HQS' RECORDS AND IS NOT 
AVAILABLE .NO NEGATIVE 

INFO SURFACED, BASED ON C/O'S RECOLLECTION. ;; 

7 ■ AN EVALUATION WAS CONDUCTED ON M IN 

1996 




. IN THE INTERIM, HQS SHOULD PROCURE A 
COPY OF THE REVIEW THAT WAS DONE OF THE ASSET'S 

REPORTING OK SOVIET NUCLEAR WEAPONS ISSUES. .THIS REVIEW CONCLUDED 
THAT ASSET WAS, IN FACT, PROVIDING 

ACCURATE, AND HIGHLY VALUABLE DATA 



■ C/O HAS EMPHASIZED THE SENSITIVE NATURE OF THIS 
PROPOSED OPERATION, TO WHICH M IS IN FULL AGREEMENT . IN FACT, HE 
HAS NOT ADVISED HIS WIFE OF THE DETAILS OF HIS NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH 
CIA , EXCEPT TO TELL HER THAT HE WILL BE DOING SOME DETAILED 
TRANSLATION WORK. IN HIS PREVIOUS ARRANGEMENT WITH CIA 

MRS. M WAS FULLY APPRISED OF M'S ACTIVITIES. WE BELIEVE THAT 
HIS STRONG SENSE OF SENSITIVITY ON HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH CIA 
WILL BE ADVANTAGEOUS. 



8. CL BY: 
5. FILE; 
END OF MESSAGE 
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